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SUBJECT: AUSTRALIAN POLICY TOWARDS PRG 

REF: A) SAGON 1538 B) CANBERRA 886 

1. REPTELS CROSSED YESTERDAY, AND REF B PROVIDES BASIC 
ANSWER TO REP A. OUR PROBLEM IS THAT PRIME MINISTER WHITLAM 
GAVE WAY ATRECENT LABOR FEDERAL CONPERENCE TO PRESSURE 
PROM THE LEFT WITHIN THE AUSTRALIAN LABOR PARTY. HOWEVER, 
AND MORE SIGNIPICANTLY, HE MADE CLEAR IN HIS COMMENTS TO 
THE CONFERENCE (REF B) THAT HE IS BASICALLY OPPOSED TO THE 
GVN, HAS LONG THOUGHT IT WAS ON POINT OP DISAPPEARING, AND 
CLEARLY HOPES IT WILL DISAPPEAR IN NEAR PUTURE. 

2. EMBASSY HAS TRIED TO SHAKE THIS BASIC CONVICTION, DIRECT- 
LY WITH WHITLAM AND AT ALL LEVELS OP GOA, INCLUDING SELECT- 
ED MEMBERS OP CABINET, MEMBERS OF PARLIAMENT, AND OPPICIALS 
OP DPA. OUR EPPORTS HAVE NOT PRT NOT BEEN ENTIRELY IN VAIN, 

AS EVEN WHITLAM HAS ADMITTED PUBLICLY THAT HE HAS BEEN MIS- 
TAKEN IN PREDICTING EARLY DEMISE OP GVN. WE WILL CONTINUE 
TO DO OUR BEST AND MUCH APPRECIATE VERY PULL COVERAGE OP 
DEVELOPMENTS IN SVN WHICH WE RECEIVE PROM EMBASSY 
SAIGON. HOWEVER, THERE IS NO POINT IN CULTIVATING ANY 
ILLUSIONS AS TO IMPACT WE ARE LIKELY TO HAVE ON 
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CONTINUED SURVIVAL OF THIEU GOVERNMENT OR OE NON-COMMUNIST 
ADMINISTRATION ESSENTIALLY LIKE IT WILL HAVE MUCH IMPACT 
ON GOA. 

3. CHANGE OF AUSTRALIAN GOVERNMENT, RESULTING EROM ELEC- 
TIONS WHICH COULD OCCUR (BUT ARE BY NO MEANS CERTAIN) IN 
1975 WOULD BRING SUBSTANTIAL CHANGE IN AUSTRALIAN GOVERN- 
MENT ATTITUDE ON PRG AND, IN PACT, ON ALL INDO-CHINA ISSUES. 

HARROP 


CONPIDENTIAL 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeid Deciassified/Reieased US Department of State EO Systematic Review 05 JUL 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 05 JUL 2006 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: Z 
Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 
Channei indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: PERSONAL OPINION, POLICIES, POLITICAL SITUATION 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 
Draft Date: 11 FEB 1975 
Decaption Date: 28 MAY 2004 
Decaption Note: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: GolinoFR 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 28 MAY 2004 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1975CANBER00929 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: GS 

Errors: N/A 

Film Number: D750048-0864 
From: CANBERRA 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: linki 975/newtext/t1 9750255/aaaabwyc.tel 

Line Count: 70 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Office: ACTION EA 

Original Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Original Handling Restrictions: LIMDIS 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Previous Handling Restrictions: LIMDIS 
Reference: 75 SAGON 1538, 75 CANBERRA 886 
Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Authority: GolinoFR 
Review Comment: n/a 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 02 JUL 2003 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <02 JUL 2003 by CunninFX>; APPROVED <03 JUL 2003 by GolinoFR> 

Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
05 JUL 2006 


Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: AUSTRALIAN POLICY TOWARDS PRG 

TAGS: PFOR, PDIP, PINT, VS, AS, PRG, (WHITLAM, E GOUGH) 

To: SAIGON 
Type: TE 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 05 JUL 2006 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 05 JUL 2006 



